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I chose the novel, Sarah, Plain and Tall for my Integrated Novel Assignment because I just competed last school year in the third grade. Historical Fiction is my favorite genre to teach, and I felt that I could best develop this novel unit with my knowledge of what is developmentally appropriate when working with this age level while incorporating my love of historical fiction.   Sarah, Plain and Tall is a historical fiction novel about the westward movement.  This novel is a story that is told through Anna’s eyes.  Anna is a young girl that is close in age to third graders so I think it helps students connect to the text.  Students also relate to the family relationships found within the text.  Though many students have not had a parent die, many students do come from blended families and can relate the family relationships that the Witting experiences. Sarah must learn to adapt to her new family and her new environment, which is far away from everything that she knows and loves.  Sarah, Plain and Tall is a novel that lends itself to teaching children about the westward movement, adaptation, overcoming loss, and family relationships.

1. What was happening in America during the time period in which Sarah, Plain and Tall takes place?

· Westward Movement (Why?)

· Prairies-The lay of the land (locate and describe)

· Who moved west?  

· How did they move west?

· What types of houses did settlers build?

2. Who were some other people who lived during this time period and how does the Witting family compare to them?

· Laura Ingalls Wilder

· Grace McNance

3. What are some examples of the author’s craft that Patricia MacLachlan demonstrates especially well? 

· Use of similes and personification

· Why do authors use figurative language?

4. How do Patricia MacLachlan’s characters learn to love one another and be a family?

· Relationships/blended families

· Loss

· Adaptation

5. Mood-How can an author use color to make a reader feel a certain way?

· Other words for basic colors

· Learn to write a color poem

6. What do the following words mean?  What can you associate with these vocabulary words?  How can you use these words to talk about the Wittings?

· feisty

· coarse

· pungent

· eerie

· prim

· peering
